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BROMSGROVE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


AM1\RJAL  REPORT  OF  TOE  HEALTH  DEPAP.'BffiNT  FOR  THE  JEM  1946, 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 


a)  L.  J.  Bacon,  M.A.,  M.D.,  B,  Chir*,,  M.R.C.S,,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Part  Time)  and  Assistant  County  fedical  Officer. 

V,  Pugh,  B.Sc.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  M.B.,  CheB.,  Deputy  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  assistant  County  Medical  Officer, 

b)  H.  Holden,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.S.I, 

Royal  Sanitary  Institute  Meat  and  Food  Certificate. 

Liverpool  University  Meat  and  Food  Certificate, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspector, 

Shops  Inspector, 

Petroleum  Officer, 

D.  S.  Smith,  Cert,  S.I.B,  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector, 

C.  J,  Burford,  Cert,  S,I.B,  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector, 

Clerks , 


Miss  Griffiths,  Miss  Beachim,  Miss  Wass,  R.  H.  K.  Howse  (Serving  with  H.M,  Force 
District  Medical  Officers. 

A,  J,  Rae,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

F,  Harman  Vollam,  M.B.,  Ch,B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Public  Vaccinators. 

A,  J.  Rae,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

F.  Harman  Vollam,  M.B.,  Ch.B,,  M.R.C.S,,  L.R.C.P. 


TO  THE  ISiBERS  OF  THE  EROI'fSGFOVE 


upb;j:  distr  ict  counc il  . 


Vr.  Ohairnan,  l^adani  and  Gentlanien, 

I have  pleasure  Ln  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of 
the  Eremsgrove  Urban  District  for  the  year  1946. 

'^he  liinJster  of  Health  has  intimated  that  the  Report  should  again  be 
produced  in  the  restricted  form  of  the  vrar'-time  yeai’s;  but  has  asked  for 
special  reference  to  diphtheria  immunisation  and  the  steps  taken  to  combat 
Lnfestation. 


Ir.  the  statistical  section,  I have  followed  the  usnal  practice  of  giving 
comparable  statistics  for  the  p^st  two  years,  so  that  the  current  trend  may 
be  follovred:  I have  also  again  included  for  comparison  the  figures  for 
193s,  the  last  pre-war  year. 

The  outstanding  problem  in  the  public  health  field  is  of  course  that 
of  housing,  vdiich  is  discussed  Ln  section  D. 


The  present  time  is  one  of  transition,  and  to  some  extent  of  unrest, 
ig  changes  in  public  health  administration  are  to  be  expected  Y;hen  the 
ational  Health  .Service  .^ct  of  1946  is  iicplomented.  During  1946, 
r.d  even  at  the  time  of  vnr'iting,  it  is  difficult  to  form  a clear  picture 


of  chs  extent  to  which  your  Council's  povaers  and  duties  in  respect  of  public 
health  will  be  affected  by  the  new  Act:  it  -would  seem  however  that  the 
control  of  env?jronmonbal  hygiene  and  of  infectious  disease,  Yvhich  foims 
the  bulk  of  the  Council's  -■Tork  in  thj.s  field,  will  remain  unaffected. 


I have  pleasiu'e  in  recording  m^'  appreciation  of  the  co-operation  of  tho 
Fublic  Health  Coiimaittee  and  of  the  Gouncj.l's  officers  thi’oughout  the  year, 
and  in  particular  of  the  loyal  support  accorded  to  me  in  fijr  own  Department, 


SECTION  "A". 


STATISTICS  /RD  SOCI.:L  SONDITIONS  CF  THS  .;iREA, 


/.rea.  9^48  Acres. 


Registrar  C-eneral's  estLiiate  of 


resideht  population,  mid  1946  - 24o970 

1945  - 2.4,600 

1914  - 25.520 

1938  - 23.540 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  - 


end 

of  19A6  - 

7,201 

end 

of  194.5  - 

7,130 

end 

of  1944  - 

7,130 

end 

of  1938  - 

6,902 

uo,  1st. 

April,  1945  - /i39,229. 

ited  by  a 

penny  rate  -71551. 

r::os. 

births  Ti*- 

•T  1,000  population). 

VjU<. 

i9',5  vjlii 

iV.3 

15.5  19.75  17.8 

1946  (Fn.rland  and  felos, ) 
19.1 


Live  Births  ■: 

t 

' \ 

. . ^ 

; ^ i F__i  Totals 

]“■  I I 

Legitimate,  198  1 222  j 420  j 

Illegitimate,  13  j 12  | 25  j 

Total.  I 211  I 234  ' 445.  | 

ILLEGITIMACY  RATE  (Total  live  illegitimate  births  per  1,000  total  live  births) 

1241  mk  im 

56.2  86.4  47.6  33.5 

STILL  BUTH  RATE . ( a)  Still  Births  per  1000  total  births . 

1946  1945  1944  1938  1946  (England  and  Wales) . 

8.9  32/)  17,45  27.9  27.0 


4 


Still  Births. 


M ■ ■ 

F 

Total,  1 

Legit  Lmate . 

2 

3 

Illegitimate, 

0 

1 

1 

Total. 

1 

3 

4 

DEATH  RATE.  (Deaths  per  1000  population) . 

1946  1945  1944  1938 

9.4  10.5  10.0  12.5 


1946  (England  and  Wales) , 


11.5 


) ( 
) Deaths.  i 


M F ; Total, 

I 

. ■■■  - — y 

; I 

! Ill  124  235‘  ! 

• ; ! 


MATIF1!.&L  MCETALITY.  (Llatarnal  deaths  per  1000  total  births.) 

1946  1945  1944  1938  1946  (England  and  I^alos) 


mm  ^ mm 

1.43. 

j Maternal  Deaths, 

f 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0 

i 

Other  maternal  causes 

0 

* 

Total , 

0 

}k"*'^TALITY. _( rte^ths  of  irifants  under  1 year  per _1000  total  births ) 


1=16 

194^ 

1933 

1946 (England  and  iVales) 

I rgitlT.ate. 

31.0 

43.0 

60.4 

56,9 

IIlegi‘-i.-aaae . 

40.0 

6o.6 

83-3 

166.7 

- 

Total. 

31.5 

44.5 

61.5 

59.8 

43«0 

Infant 

Deaths. 

1 

/ 

J 

” 1 F 

...  1 

i 

Total.  i 

1 

i 

! 

Le jitiaate . | 

a 1 . 

i 

13  1 

Hlegitlmate.  j 

- ! 1 

1 

1 Total.  1 

8 : 6 

1 

1 

1 
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BEAT”  DC  THE  BEOIES^ 

.(m  u:rAN 

DISTRICT  1946 

i 

1 

:.:USE  OF  DEATH.  j MALES.  ' 

1 ; 

Fi'LI  I.ES , 

! TOTnL 
! 

MORTALITY , ] 

RhTE. 

i ' 

1 - • 

T^-phoid  and  Tara  typhoid  fever. 

1 

0 i 

0 

1 

1 

! ^ 

0 

1*2. 

■Ceretro-'^pinal  -^evsr.  1 

0 i 

0 

0 

0 

1 - • 

Scarlet  Fever. 

^ 1 

0 

0 

1 1 

^ • 

"hoopLng  Cough. 

0 ! 

0 

0 

0 

1 r 

1 • 

Dif'htheria . 1 

0 1 

0 

0 

0 

1 ^ ^ 

'uirerculosis  of  Respiratory  System.' 

4 I 

4 

8 

0.32 

i • 

ether  for.'-.s  of  tuberculosis. 

0 ! 

2 

2 

0.08 

.'\p’'ilitic  Diseases. 

0 i 

0 

0 

0 

• 0 

• 

Influenza.  i 

0 ’ 

0 

0 

0 

• f T I* 

.easles. 

0 i 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Acute  - oliornyelitis,  and  ■ 

Polio-encephalitis.  i 

0 i 

! 

0 

0 

0 

ill. 

Acute  Infectious  ntr.cephalitis . 

0 ! 

0 

0 

0 

1 23 . 

f 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and 

Oesophagus(t0  Uterus  (F). 

0 

2 

2 

0.08 

•14. 

Cancer  of  '^tomach  and  Duodenum. 

3 

4 

7 

0.28 

U5. 

Ancer  of  the  Ereast. 

e 

8 

0.32 

i ' 6. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites. 

17 

9 

26 

1.04 

! 17. 

-Ciabetes . 

1 

2 

3 

0.12 

. ^ -% 

i ^ • 

Tntra  Jranial  Vascular  Lesions. 

10  ■ 

17 

27 

1.08 

ja:! 

iieart  -isnase. 

Other  dioenses  of  Circulatory 

30 

29 

59 

2.36 

i 

System. 

4 

2 

6 

0.24 

,21. 

5 

2 

7 

0.28 

; .ncimonia . 

4 

3 

7 

0.28 

j 2 ; . 

Oth'-r  -.spiratory  oisoases. 

3 

0 

3 

0.12 

1 • • ‘ - • 

".c-  r el  ' temach  and  nuodanum. 

1 

0 

1 

0.04 

',25. 

.Ca:’r’.oe;- . ('hAcr  2 years.) 

0 

1 

1 

0.04  '*• 

1.-6. 

A-  ! ...c  ;,t:r; . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

X/. 

' th'  ;•  ■./•sa.v--  i^iseasos. 

2 

6 

8 

0.32 

, . y t , 'r 

3 

0 

3 

0.12 

1 2 > . 

^•-■  rp  •'  .I  .:,d  .•  03 1— Abort! VO  Sepsis  J 

0 

0 

0 

1 - 

■Oar.‘:r  '••it-  rana  i.  causes. 

" 

0 

0 

0 

■ r jV  llrth. 

:';RtR  Lfor’Viatiuri , birth- 

3 

5 

0.20 

' 

.,'0  ',  other  infant  disease. 

5 

3 

8 

0.32 

; 

2 

0 

2 

0.08 

rUTlc  Accidents. 

1 

1 

2 

0.08 

• • V : L r.t  O'auces  . 

2 

1 

3 

0.12 

' th'  r cau.c  'C  . 

12 

25 

37 

1.48 

• 

111 

124 

235 

! 9.40  ' 

i 

1 ■ ■ — 

P‘.r  birtho  - 2.2 

-> 


The  vital  statistics  are  on  the  whole  satisfactory,  comparing  favourably 
with  last  year's  figures  and  with  those  for  the  country  as  a whole. 

The  Birth  Rate  (l7.8)  is  well  above  last  year's  rate, though  a little  below 
the  unusually  high  figure  for  England  and  Wales, 

The  Hlegitimacy  Rate  (56.2  per  1000  live  births)  is  an  improvement 
on  last  year's  very  high  figure,  but  the  fact  that  one  child  in  eighteen 
born  in  the  Districtwas  illegitimate  must  cause  dissatisfaction  since  (to 
view  the  matter  only  from  a health  aspect)  these  children  always  provide 
an  unduly  high  proportion  of  cases  of  neglect. 

The  Still  Birth  Rate  (8,9)  is  quite  exceptionally  lo’w,  and  is  only  one - 
thii'd  of  that  for  the  country  as  a vrhole,  ViTiile  it  would  be  a mistake  to 
attach  too  much  significance  to  a figure  based  on  a comparatively  small 
nugiber  of  births,  it  may  be  said  that  this  low  still  birth  rate, taken  together 
with  a maternal  mortality  of  nil,  reflects  ver;^  creditably  indeed  upon  the 
ante-natal  and  obstetric  services  available  to  Bi'onisgrove  mothers. 

The  Infantile  5fortalit.y  (31,5)  also  compares  favourably  with  the  rate 
for  England  and  Wales,  and  is  a decided  Improvement  on  recent  previous  years. 

Taking  still  births  and  infant  deaths  together,  18  chilcJren  out  of  449  born 
failed  to  reach  1 year  of  age. 

The  Death  Date  (9.4)  is  a nev;  low  record  forthe  District.  The  major 
causes  of  death  were 

1,  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System  (including  39,1^. nf  all  deaths. 

apoplexy) 

2,  Cancer  (all  forms)  18, 3/°  of  all  deaths. 

3,  Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  7,25^  of  all  deaths. 

4,  Tuberculosis  4.3^^  of  all  deaths. 

The  circulatory  diseases  are  on  present  knovrledge  largely  non-preventable, 
and  provide  the  major  certified  cause  of  natural  death  in  old  age;  many  of 
the  respiratory  deaths  are  due  to  bronchitis  in  old  age  and  may  similarly  be 
regarded  as  "natural".  Cancer  is  a steadily  increasing  cause  of  death: 
the  increase  is  probably  in  part  real  and  in  part  only  apparent,  due  to 
improved  diagnosis.  Cancer  is  curable  if  detected  sufficiently  early, 
and  so  this  cause  of  death  must  be  regarded  as  preventable. 

Tuberculosis, which  in  recent  years  has  greatly  diminished  as  a certified 
cause  of  death,  is  still  of  somewhat  greater  significance  than  the  percentage 
figure  would  suggest,  since  it  so  frequently  kills  in  early  adult  life. 

The  following  table  shov/s  the  percentage  distribution  of  deaths  according 
to  age:- 


i 


Age  at  death. 

fo 

0-1, 

5*9 

1-14.. 

1.7 

15  - 44. 

8.9 

45  - 64 

23.2 

65  and  over. 

60.3 
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? ACTION  B. 

G'^NEFi/X  PROVISTC?!  OF  HE.ALTH  SEIRVICES . 

Service  s r'ro\'idcd  by  the  County  Camcil. 

ri.-j  County  Council,  ns  '".'elfarc  and  Education  Authority,  provides  the 
nijority  of  the  personal  health  services  for  the  District , These  services 
Include ; - 


{ \ 


ClLnics  and  Troatjnent  Centres. 


SITU.'iTION 

TIMD^  oe  holding. 

Pr-ans  gi'ove  L.iant  ' 

V'..-lfar-e  Centre, 

Recreation  Road, 

; VJednesday  2.0  p.m. 

Catshill  Lnfant 
; -Welfare  Centre.  | 

Baptist  Chapel. 

i 

1st.  and  third  Friday 

I 2,0p.m. 

• t 

Eatery  I;,fant 
'■’w  If  arc  Centre. 

St.  Chads  Church 

Hall. 

j Is  to  and  third  Thursday 

‘ 2.0D,mo 

i 

• rror.s-r;ve  .aite -Natal 

Clinic. 

• 

Recreation  Road. 

J Monday  lO-LTa-m,,  and 

1 2-4p.ni. 

Scjaool  Clinic 
r.ro.'as  grove . 

[■ 

R e c r -e  a t i on  Road. 

! 

j Monday  and  'Wednesday 

j 10  - 12  a.m, 

1 . . . . 

- ^r.t  al  Cl  in  ic . 

Recreation  ^'-oad, 

. .. 

1 

' As  arranged. 

Tab  rcu.icsis . 

Recreation  Rocad, 

1 

I Tuesday  2.0p,m, 

• i^bery  /mt . — ''atal 

Cllr.ic . 

Ct.  Chads  Church 

Hall. 

i 

' 1st.  and  third  Thursday 

' 10.0  a.m. 

Cj-P  hPhnr la  I.mmui. isation . 

i'.ocrecation  Road, 

; 2nd,  & 4th.  R'ednesdays 

11  a.m. 


A ".r'  io  u.a.I  of  valuable  work,  dii-ected  tovfards  the  preservation  of  health 
•me  tr.v  pr  jvent  ; nn  of  disease,  is  carried  out  .m  these  Clinics  by  the  Medical 
and  .’'ursinn  Ct-tf:;.  In  the  elfaro  Centres  there  is  additional  assistance  ^ 
vr.ich  is  i:r;atly  appreciated,  from  voluntai’y  workers, 

’/ ! dv/ ' ^ r ; ^ , r v I c e r . ( a.  >::i  j.  c il  ia  r y ) 

_ did  V.  I:,  priv'.ae  practice  and  employed  by  the  District  Nursing  Associ-ations 
snp  ' .d  f .r  ti'is  purpose  by  the  County  Council. 

C , ! ’ ' g r-y  ^'.C  il  ItieS  . 

. ur.ty  A;,-  "lyst  unDert';kes  th' ination  of  clinical  material  (throat 
a;  nar.,  rioan  etc.)  v/ato-i’,  rnJlk  and  foodstuffs. 


..  f ; v--;  r.-'  pit'll  f'lC'.'jties  are  provided,  directly  or  by  arrangement  , 
' ■ .ntp  •-  ine''!; - 

: ''  ''‘.'an';  :e.as'  . Eromsgre^ve- , Droitwlch  and  Hedditch  Joint 

' r.  . •/  ’cnloaia),  hospital  ( f romsgrove)  . 

V-h  real  ->:■  . 


Knirhtv/ick  ' anatorium. 
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3.  Sraallpox, 


I".  C,C. Smallpox  Hospital,  i/Vorcester, 


4.  Maternity. 


5,  Children^  Diseases, 

6,  Tonsil  and  Adenoid  Gases, 


Mary  Stephens  Maternity  Hospital,  Stourbridge; 
Lucy  Baldwin  Maternity  Hospital,  Stourport, 

The  Children's  Hospital,  Eirmi.nghan, 

Eroris grove  Cottage  Hospital r 


7,  Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia 

eases , 

8,  Public  Assistance  Cases 

(General) 


The  General  Hospital,  Birminghaiu. 

The  xlcyal  inl'j.rraary,  Worcester, 

The  Eroms grove  Rrblic  /issistance  Institution, 


9.  Public  Assistance  ^ases 
(Mental) . 


Barnsley  Hall  Mental  Hosoital,  Eromsgrove. 
Fowick  Mental  Hospital  Malvern . 


In  addition  to  the  foregoiiig  hospital  facilities  provided  by  cr  through  the 
County  Council,  Brousgrove  residents  have  access  to  the  Bromsgrove  Cottage 
Hospital  for  general  illness. 

The  Diphtheria  .Immnnisatj^-en  Service  (See  Section  F.)  is  provided  jointly 
by  the  Urban  District  Council  and  the  County  Council,  the  latter  being  responsible 
for  the  iismunidat ion  of  children  under  five  years  of  age. 


The  Ambulance  Service  » iin  ambulance  is  provided  by  the  Joint  Hospital  Board 
for  the  conveyance  of  infectious  cases.  For  other  cases  an  ambulance  is 
maintained  and  staffed  by  the  District  Council:  in  addition  to  the  drivers, 
a roll  of  voluntary  ambulance  attendants  is  maintained,  and  their  valuable  work 
is  greatly  appreciated. 

The  vrork  of  the  Aiubulance  during  the  year  is  summarised  as  follows:- 


Total  Calls 

Patients  Carried . . 

Accident , . 

Maternity. 

Other  Cases. , . 

County  Cases 


0 • 


850 

848 

70 

123 

655 

131 


Total  Mileage  - 13,183. 


Health  Education.  The  Council  subscribes  to  the  Central  Council  for 
Health  Education  . Publicity  by  leaflets,  posters,  press  announcements 
and  slides  in  the  cinemas  "was  undertaken  in  conjunction  with  the  national 
caapai^n  to  promote  immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  Leaflets  advising 
as  to  the  maintenance  of  health  and  the  prevention  of  infectious  disease 

and  contagious  disease  were  distributed,  through  the  schools  and  otherwise^ 
as  occasion  offered. 
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S,XTICN  C. 


-Af'ITARY  CIRC'XST:^NCILS  OF  THE  XH 


l)  ?'*\r.itr.rv  Insryction  of  the  .^rea . 


3 ■‘.nit ary  inspoccion  h£.s 
crnipl^ir.ts , and  in  addition 
oT  aha  ins'oections  made  are 


eeen  maintained  at  a level  adequate  to  deal  with  all 
certain  surveys  have  been  carried  out . Details 
included  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  inspector  in  his 


report . 


o ') 


ater 


hjpDly . 


There  rns  been  rm  substantial  change  in  the  water  supply  of  the  Listrict 
during  the  year.  The  gj'eat  mjorlty  of  the  houses  in  the  urea  are  supplied 
’••■'ith  pipee,^  '.voter  from  the  Hist  V.orcestershire  '.'atorworks  Company,  and  this  water 
is  sampleu  ever^’'  month  by  the  Company,  and  is  constantly  found  to  be  pure  and 
wholesome . 


In  addition  to  the  samples  taken  at  the  bore -holes,  the  water  in  circulation 
has,  since  Cctobcr  1946,  been  sampled  periodically  at  randomly  selected  points 
throughout  the  District.  In  '^11,  37  samples  have  been  analysed,  both 
chemically  and  bacteriologies l]y,  and  the  results  have  been  uniformly  satisfactory. 


'.'.ter  Supplied  to  the  District . 


I'stimated 

Mo.  of  Houses. 

Approximate 

Population. 

Served  by  xmains  supply 

5740 

19805 

c'irect  to  the  house. 

‘^erved  by  stand-pipe. 

1190 

4105 

"..rved  by  well  or  spring. 

200 

690 



Approximately  5,00  dwo-lling  houses  are  still  dependant  on  well  waters  and 
so:.!.;-  of  these  are  kno'wn  to  be  inadequ::te  or  polluted.  The  areas  particularly 
nffectu'^  '.re  Vb^rms  .fish  .and  Little  Heath  :-a.nc . Schemes  to  extend  tho  mains  to 
these  .areas  h'.ve  been  forinulated  but  v;ere  not  carried  into  effect  during  1946. 
(’’:7rk  ii.s  subseouontly  commenced  in  the  ^.'orms  Ash  Ai-ea.) 

ih  . implementation  of  the, so  proposals,  which  v;ould  bring  a pure  water 
supply  t 46  houses,  is  ?.  nccessaiy  contr.ibut:lon  to  tho  public  health  of 


V n -•■dditiunal  properties  v^ei-o  provided  v^ith  .a  pure  supply  during  the 
y ' r.  Ih  . W(,*lling  houses  vfhich  are  served  by  st.and  pipes  have  the  use  of 

‘ c supply  of  v.’holcsome  vz-atcr,  but  mlng  to  their  relative  in;;ccessibility 
..t  anq.  ipt-G  jo  net  make  fox'  a high  otandard  of  pei’sonal  or  domestic  hygiene. 

I ,)  in  ' ''''  ''p.d  o’we-rae  . 


/ .v'T'  fro.m  n' V/  building  .sites,  there  'was  no  major  e.xtenGion  of  sewerage  during 
th  y ••n  i pr'  y.iixit  'y  2^%  of  the  houses  in  tho  District  are  dependant  upon 
Cu.a". oc.v  m'  ahoa'r;  for  th'.  dispo.sal  of  their  sewage.  The  majority  of  those 
liO'.'S'  • X L’.  • north'U-n  part  of  the  area.  Nuisances  from  ovorflov-ing 

: o.a  r cur  Lal'-rmittentl y and  o'coupi*  rs  have  experienced  groat  difficulty 

i.'.  "r,  a factor  .a  'willing  to  empty  cesspools.  A detailed  survey  was 

C' -r.  ufii;'  ‘h  ye';r  ol'  all  ccssi''Oo].s  in  the  arc.'’.  Tho  Gf'uncii  have 

) .'.t  y (;e  t')  th"  purch-'jse  of  a Cesspool  bnptj.er. 

•w‘;.',;-tw  rr".mi 'if.’S  previou.'jly  c'' pf  riding  upon  p.'i:ii  closets,  earth  closets 
r ' 1 . •> , V/  f ■ C' .'in' stud  t"  th>’  scwi.r':  during  the  year. 

r a’ .',00' • - j work:,  continued  to  .give  satisf' ctory  service  during 

.7. 


Public  Cleansing. 


Refuse  collection  and  disposal  are  supervised  by  the  Surve^ror  and  he  has 
kindly  supplied  me  with  the  following  figures 


Loads  from  bins. 

Loads  from  Ash  pits. 

Loads  of  night  soil. 

Collection  is  normally  at  vfeekly  intervals  in 
in  the  rest  of  the  Listrict. 
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431 

the  town  area 


and  fortnightly 


Householders  have  found  some  difficulty,  in  some  instances,  in  obtaining 
replacements  for  defective  bins. 

Disposal  is  by  tipping;  full  control  of  tipping  so  as  to  completely 
eliminate  nuisance  is  impracticable  v;ith  the  limited  staff  at  present 
available  for  the  work. 

5)  Rivers  Pollution. 

In  July,  following  complaints  of  the  Cpadesbourne  Brook,  exhaustive  tests 
were  carried  out  to  determine  the  source  of  pollution.  As  the  result  of  this 
investigation,  which  is  detailed  :m  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector's  report^ 
it  was  found,  that  foul  water  was  entering  a storm-^vater  sewer,  which  in  turn 
discharged  into  the  brook  course.  Consequent  upon  this  investigation  the 
sevferage  of  the  area  was  reconstructed  and  the  nuisance  has  subsequently  been 
abated. 

^^erminous  Premises, 

One  block  infestation  by  bugs  vras  dealt  with  by  the  Depart.ment  during 
the  year.  In  addition  a few  isolated  premises  were  disinfested  of  bugs  or 
fleas,  "Caldecide"  with  5%  D.D.T,  was  used  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

7)  Rodent  Control. 

It  is  believed  that  all  major  infestations  bv  rats  have  now  been  brought 
under  control  in  those  parts  of  the  District  for  which  your  Council  is  respon- 
sible - that  is  to  say,  in  all  but  agricultural  farms  and  lands  which  are  the 
r3sponsibilit;ir  of  the  ■"‘.A.E.Cr  The  Ministry  of  Food  introduced  a Private 
Dv/ellings  "cheme  in  July,  1946,  cand  iinplementation  of  the  scheme  cojnraenced 
in  Ercmsgrove  during  that  month.  This  involved  a house-^to-house  survey  and 
its  object  was  to  detect  and  eliminate  minor  infestations  v^ith  a view  to 
preventing  nev;  major  infestations  from  being  built  up.  The  results  of  this 
survey,  so  far  as  it  took  pl-ace  in  1946,  are  included  by  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector  in  his  report. 

8)  Factories. 

The  Council  hms  duties  under  the  Factories  Act  1937>  to  maintain  a register 
of  Factories;  to  inspect  them  and  to  be  satisfied  as  to  the  adequacy  of 
sanitary  conveniences  and  means  of  escape  from  fire,  and  as  to 
the  suitability  of  drinking  supplies;  to  supervise  all  factories  in  which 
no  mechanical  power  is  used  in  respect  of  cleanliness,  overcrowding, 
temperature -control,  ventilation,  and  drainage  of  floors;  and  to  supervise 
the  working  conditions  of  Homs  ‘^^brkers. 

This  work  was  maintained  during  the  year  and  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
includes  in  his  report  a statement  of  inspections  made,  etc, 

9)  Smoke  Abatement. 

Eromsgrove  is  fortunate  in  not  being  troubled  to  any  extent  by  smoke  from 
factory  chimneys.  The  domestic  hearth  is-,.  hov;ever,  responsible  for  much 
pollution  of  the  atmosphere  and  I look  forward  to  the  time  when  scientific 
achievement  can  produce  a smokeless  fuel  at  a price  viithin  the  reach  of  all 
consumers.  It  is  also  to  be  hoped  that  with  the  development,  of  post-war 
housing  attention  will  be  paid  to  the  installation  of  heating  appliances  which 
do  not  produce  smoke,  including  grates  capable  of  burning  smokeless  fuels. 
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■SECTION  D. 


HOUSIMCt. 

noraai  v;ork  of  the  lublic  Health  L’oparbnicnt  in  respect  of  Housing 

of  the  requirv?raents  of  the  Housing  Act^ 
Hutlic  ^ He.?.lth  -xct,  1936  and  coiaprises  (i)  the  maintenance 
houses  in  a sanitary  and  li^ibitable  state  ( il)  the  demolition 
or  closure  ol  house^s  which  arc  insanitary-'-  and  cannot  be  repovired  at 
- ....  son^  bl-j  vxpense(iii)  the  clearance  oi'  redevelopment  of  areas  I'vhore 
—us.iniv.ary  d'.t'ollings  are  congested  Csluin  clearance")  and  (iv)  the  prevention 
and  abaaemient:,  of  overcrowding. 

c'no  of  these  four  fields  of  work,  v^hich  taken  togethei'  constitute 
C-Uc-  0.  one  major  contributior.s  which  the  Department  can  m-'ke  to  the  health 
01  th.j  -iscrict,  v/or.k  is  slowed  down  almost  to  a standstill. 


I or 
is  s 
in  V 
see 

L. 

dan 
m'  0 
can 


ise  : 
-.dlor 
:-d  .T 
har;i 
■li. 
ued. 
esti 


n.  ma 00:100.00.0.0  of  house^s  in  sa.nitary  state  requires  labour  and  mato-^rials 
rn’-e  been  so  lijnited  that  it  has  boon  difficalt  oven  for  the  wi.lling 
to  .meet  his  oh ligations  : vihile  the  owner  who  ooould  prefer  not  to 
.one;.-  on  his  propeily  is  provided  Viith  a ready-made  excuse  so  that  it 
the  press’ore  of  the  law  upon  hita.  Licences  are  required 


Icing  .rntcrials : investigation  is  i‘cqu:lred  before  licences  can  be 
ns  houGu's  deteriorate,  complaints  increase.  So  the  'work  of 


ger 


.a  tim-a 

3 to  be 

hardly 

vforth 

ent  .no 

cessitj'- 

- i . e . 

houses 

, c.no 

clear  -d' 

gross 

filth: 

:’is  to 

n-c’.v  building 

is  an 

help 

feeling 

that  to  keep 

Repairs 


are 


in  fact  restricted 


d'lile  than  building  one  new  one 


no  mere  . The  d.iversion  of  labour-  and 
understandable  enough  policy;  but  one 
ran  houses  from  becoming  derelict  is  more 


The  othei-  three  housing  functions  -'f  tlic  ’^'-'Tlth  uepartment  all  require 
for  their  exercise  the  provision  of  new  housing  acoornmodation;  so  in  all  only 
th.  .mosi.  restricted  achievement  was  possible  i.n  1916.  Because  an  insanitary 
houso  is  tetter  th'.n  .none,  deinoliticn  and  closure  are  considered  only  when 
a tui]. ding  bocom-s  physically  dowigej-'ous so  representation  "was  ra'ade  with 
respect  to  only  one  building  duiwlng  th.:  year,  notwithstanding  that  more 
than  700  houses  arc  knovn  to  be  unfit.  "Sluja  Cl-aarance"  is  completely^  in 
it'.;V-.''-ce:  ovorcrowding  is  rife,  and  for  lack  of  alternative  accor/imodation 

is  c-^nnot  be  relieved.  The  Housing  -ct  standard  of  overcrowding  is  altogether 
cc  .: tisf -actory;  but  there  c.an  be  no  question  of  attoiiipting  higher  standards 
vf-dis-  thin  cannot  bo  achieved.  " Pi-.-rmitted  nuj-.nbers"  are  exceeded.  Lack 

of  h'.Jrooms  precludes  proper  sogi-eg.ation  of  the  sexes.  Infants  and  older 
chil-r-.n  must  share  beds  vn.th  thoJx  parents.  V'i'onien  must  be  conf.ined  in  homes 
v.-h'-r  ; no  sc  -.aratc  room  or  facilities  are  .-'vailable.  Young  couples  start 
th. ir  :';'-rri.-'J  life  in  the  crov;ded  hoj.ries  of  their  parents.  Old  people  are 
rvy/r,-':  Logother  with  little  chiJ.dren,  so  tivt  the  former  have  none  of  the 
p.'C  -..'i'.'  'juict  that  they  ha.ve  the  right  to  expect  in  their  declining  years, 

•whL  e th-.  j.att'.-r  ar^.-  curbed  in  their  natural  and  healthy  activities. 

L.'d  serose  on  this  problem  of  overcrowding  because  .'.n  account 
■ ‘.h  .h  .•.’jeh  of  the  p.-opl<  of  Li-orasgrove  in  1946  v;ould  bo  incomplete  without 
.'a  1;  :■  :n-''jor  social  f -.ctcu-  whose  influence  on  health  is  hard  to  measure 
-.a  1 -jnduuht  x.'ly  groat.  It  is  not,  of  course,  a pi-oblem  peculiar  to 
.-o-.  . , i,  .',.  is  • n-;tion'il  on(-. 


. v-'j  op.'-.-nt  of  LouncJ  l-ov/nou  housing  h.'is  raised  in  acute  form  tho 
'Wfic-.-t  .f  sc!lectlc;n  of  twi.-.'.nts.  This  is  not  primarily 

:th  -.:p.:.rt.m..nt;  but  the  '.(-.uncil's  "I'oints  Schemo"  takes 
•.  ;■  ' .■-.Ith  f - ct'./i-s  -..0  ov  n’crc.'waing,  insanit.-;ry  accorm-iiodation,  and 

c .r..'- . .uontly  Lho  sanit'-.ry  st.iff  car.,  called  u25(jn  to  a.ssist  in  the 
.fV.  r of  -'pplic  ' tionr . 

;i.-. . ir. for.'..- a i Of.  t-  th-.  nu;il-'-r  of  unfit  houses,  arid  tlio  prevalence 

T ‘ ^.f  ov-  r':rowdir.g,  is  1;  ci:in/'.;  a n-.w  survey  of  unfit  houses  was 
: i .o  19-'.''  i.O'i  is  if!  pT  ' i'rfjiiS . 
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SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

1)  Food  Premises. 

All  pi’emises  where  food  is  prepared,  stored  or  sold  are  subject  to  inspection 
to  ensure  that  they  comply  with  the  requirements  of  Section  13  oT  the  Food. and 
Drugs  Act  1938,  This  Act  has  not  in  general  been  fully  implemented  yet, 
owing  to  the  intervention  of  the  wai-,  A general  "lightening  up"  of  the 
control  of  food  in  all  stages  of  preparation,  storage,  transport,  and  sale  is 
needed,  in  order  to  diminish  wastage  of  food  due  to  spoiling,  and  to  minimise 
the  risk  of  food  borne  disease.  Cleanliness  of  premises,  utensils,  and  personnel 
is  the  essential  requirement:  provision  of  adequate  washing  facilities, 
and  education  in  their  use,  are  necessary  pre-requisites. 

Increasing  attention  has  been  paid  to  this  work  during  1946,  but  shortage 
of  labour  and  materials  has  to  some  extent  stood  in  the  vray  of  necessary 
structural  improvements. 

A detailed  survey  of  all  food  premises  in  the  i-'istrict  is  planned  for  1947-8. 
Eating  houses  in  particular  call  for  close  supervision, 

2)  Meat . 


As  regards  meat  for  sale,  the  control  of  slaughtering,  invspection  and 
transport  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  Complaints  of  soiling 
of  meat  arriving  in  Bromsgrove  due  to  unsatisfactory  transport  arrangements 
hnve  been  received  in  the  Public  Health  Department,  and  representations  to 
the  Ministry  of  Food  have  resulted  in  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  vans, 

Ey  informal  arrangement  the  private  slau.ghter  of  pigs  for  home- consumption 
hns  been  subject  to  inspection  in  many  instances,  and  diseased  meat  has  been 
diverted  from  human  consumption.  Slaughtermen's  licences  have  been  renewed 
subject  to  the  requirement,  among  others,  that  a humane  killer  shall  be  used. 
Slaughtering  is  still  centralised,  and  a declaration  of  the  Government's  future 
policy  as  regards  slaughtering  is  awaited.  Centralised  slaughtering  has 
proved  advantageous  in  a number  of  respects,  and  is  likely  to  remain;  but  it 
is  not  yet  clear' v/hether  slaughter  houses  are  likely  to  be  controlled  by  the 
'■inistry  of  Food,  the  Local  Authorities,  or  tho  meat-trade. 

3)  Milk, 


There  were  34  dairy  farms  registered  in  the  District  in  1946:  the  approximate 
number  of  milch  cows  was  390,  and  the  average  total  daily  output  about  1170 
gallons,  v;hich  is  about  89^  of  the  milk  consumed  in  the  District.  There  were 
four  producers  of  T.T.milk  and  four  of  Accredited  milk  in  the  District;  and 
of  the  total  milk  consumed  (whether  produced  in  the  District  or  not)  approximately 
8^  was  T.T.,  7%  T .T. Pasteurised,  3%  Pasteurised,  24  Sterilised,  and  the  remaming 
804  was  raw  undesignated  milk. 

The  work  of  the  Health  ^^epartment  in  respect  of  mi  k comprises  (l)  the 
registration  .of  dairymen  and  dairy-farms  and  the  issue  of  licences  to  deal  in 
desi.gnated  milks,  (2)  the  inspection  and  supervision  of  all  cow-sheds  and  dairies 
and  the  health  and  cleanliness  of  dairy-workers,  (3)  the  submission  of  samples 
for  chemical  analysis  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  ^^ct  (4)  the  submission  of 
samples  for  examination  under  the  milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders,  to  ensure 
ti'jat  the  special  standards  applicable  to  designated  milks  are  maintained, 

(3)  the  submission  of  samples  of  non-designated  milks  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Orders,  for  bacteriological  examination  as  a check  on  cleanliness  in  production, 
and  (6)  the  investigation  of  camplaints  as  to  uncleanliness  of  milk  or  bottles, 
premature  souring,  etc.  This  work  was  carried  out  during  1946  as  fully  as 
possible  with  the  staff  available,  and  details  of  inspections,  etc.  are  given 
in  the  Senior  Sanitarj^  Inspector's  Report,  together  with  a summary  of  the 
results  of  Analyses. 

It  is  known  that  the  conditions  at  the  farms  are  nob  in  all  cases  satisfactory, 
and  some  of  the  raw  undesignated  m.ilk  supplied  must  be  regarded  as  potentially 
productive  of  disease.  It  v/ould  seem  that  the  difficulties  of  clean  milk  pro -• 
duction  are  such  that  the  objective  of  a safe  milk  supply  in  the  District  can 
only  be  met  by  pasteurisation  of  all  non-designated  milk, 
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ihe  ’’ar'pointed  dr.y"  under  the  Food  nnd  ^^rugs  (Milk  and  Dairies  )Act  1944 
when  control  of  rd.!!:  production  v/ill  pass  from  Local  j-^-uthorities  to  the 
Ministry  of  -'-griculture,  has  not  yet  been  announced. 

U ' Ice  Cream, 

-he  methods  of  control  and  production  of  Ice-Dream  came  in  for  a good 
deal  of  attention  during  1946.  Before  the  war^  icc  cream  had  come  to  bo  recog- 
nised as  of  an  importance,  from  public  health  point  of  view,  comparable 
'ivith  that  of  milk.  Very  variable  in  food-value,  it  was  at  its  best  highly 
nutritious:  and  whether  of  high  or  lov;  food-valuo  it  was,  owing  bo  its 
nature  and  the  methods  of  its  production,  an  important  potential  vehicle 
of  disease.  auring  the  v/ar,  production  ceased.  After  the  war,  doarind 
was  high  t.nd  profits  tremendous,  with  the  resalt  that  production  boomed  in 
1946.  ’ith  this  there  came  a demand  from  Sanitary  Authorities  for  increased 
powers  to  control  the  cleanliness  and  ouality  of  ice-cream:  and  the  outbreak 
of  tjT'hoid  fiver  in  .-iberyst’wjd:)'.  in  July  and  ^-ugust  drove  the  point  home. 

Samples  wor'.?  taken  from  all  producers  and  many  retailers  throughout  the 
si'.son,  and  were  submitted  for  analysis.  There  are  no  legal  standards  for 
ice  Giaam,  but  the  results  of  the  analyses  (set  out  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector's 
r.e  .ort)  clearly  indicated  that  certain  dealers  were  retailing  a dirty  product, 
and  also  brought  out  the  worthlessness,  from  a nutritional  point  of  view, 
cf  so;.!?  samples  . In  view  of  the  difficulty  in  obtainijag  rc  w materials,  no 
ttempt  ’.•.■as  made  to  promote  the  sale  of  ice-crea.m  of  high  nutritional  value: 
atteno  on  '/'as  centred  upon  cle.anliness  of  production  and  the  attainment  of 
a satisfactory  bacteriological  analysis.  Firms  whose  product  proved  unsatis- 
factory v;er'-  visited;  and  the  process  of  ic;-cream  production  followod  through 
from  begi.nning  to  end,  attention  being  concentrated  on  cleanliness  of  premises, 
uoensils,  and  staff  at  every  stage, 

Follov.'inr  the  t}'’phoid  outbre.ak  in  Aberystwyth,  <?.ll  ice  cream  dealers 
in  the  District  were  intervievrad  and  inquiry  made  as  to  a history  of  tyjahoid, 
paratj/phoid,  dysentery,  or  other  "diarrhocal"  disease  in  any  .member  uf  the 
staff.  No  such  history  v/as  obtained  iii  any  case. 
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SECT  ion  F. 


PREVAIENCS  OF,  AND  CONTROL 

OVER,  BIFECTIOUS  AND  OINER, 

DISEASES . 

NOTIFIADIE  DISDASES  DURBTr 

THE  YE/iR,  19/4.6, 

1 Disease, 

Corrected  Notifications 

Admissions 

Deaths . 1 

i 

to  Isolation 

i 

Hospital. 

t 

> 

Shiallpox. 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria . 

8 

18 

0 

Scarlet  Fever. 

45 

24 

O' 

j Measles. 

10 

1 

0 

! ’"^hooping  Cough, 

22 

5 

0 

T^qDhoid  Fever. 

0 

1 

0 

Faratj^hoid  Fever, 

0 

0 

0 

j -.ysentdry. 

14 

10 

0 

} Cerebrospinal  Fever. 

2 

3 

0 

1 Acute  Poliomyelitis . 

0 

0 

0 

1 Encephalitis. 

0 

0 

0 

j Erysipelas. 

3 

3 

0 

\ Acuta  Fnoui.'ionia . 

5 

0 

7 

1 Fuerperal  Pyrexia. 

2 

1 

0 i 

! OphthaLmia  Neonatoruju. 

2 

1 

0 

i 

i 

i otal . 

113 

67 

7. 

1 

1 

1 

( 

The  figures  given  in  the  table  are  for  corrected  notifications 
i.e.  confirnied  cases  of  the  disease.  The  actual  nuiober  of  notifications 
and  hence  of  admissions  to  hospital,  was  for  come  diseases  (notabjj"  diphtheria) 
substantially  higher.  The  figure  for  pneumonia  deaths  is  not  relatable  to  the 
figure  for  notifications;  pneumonia  is  not  infrequently  entered  as  the  sauce 
of  death  bn  cases  in  which  there  has  been  no  notification. 

Mo  cases  of  small-pox  vrere  notified  during  the  year.  Eleven  contacts  of 
cases  occurring  elsewhere  were  kept  under  surveillance. 

Diphtheria . Of  13  notifications  of  suspected  diphtheria  received  only  8 cases 
vrere  confirmed  as  having  the  disease;  tho;  other  ten  were  detained  in  Hospital 
for  short  periods  pending  confirmation  of  diagnosis.  The  practice  of  notifying 
cases  of  diphtheria  on  suspicion  is  an  altogether  coirmendable  one  since  effective 
treatment,  as  well  as  prevention  of  spread,  depends  entirely  upon  early  recognition  ‘ 
of  the  disease. 

Five  of  the  confirmed  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred  among  the  inmabes 
of  a long-stay  hospital,  and  are  inteieting  as  exemplifying  the  difficulty 
of  diagnosis  - as  v/oll  as  of  administration  - that  may  arise  in  respect  of 
children  who  are  nearly,  but  not  perfectly,  imiaune  to  the  disease.  All  children 
and  staff  at  the  hospital  had  been  immunised,  A nurse  developed  very  mild  diphther.^ 
ia  in  February,  and  a boy  of  seven  had  a similarly  mild  attack  in  April.  In 
August,  three  children  in  one  word  developed  sligxht  sore  throats;  they  were 
not  ill  and  the  a;^p&arances  were  not  those  of  diphtheria^  but  swabs  yielded 
virulent  diphtheria  bacilli,  /ua  examination  of  all  the  children  and  staff 
in  the  vrard  v-vas  carried  out,  and  several  were  found  to  have  somewhat  unhealthy 
threats;  many  were  in  fact  ^waiting  tonsillectomy.  Five  more  were  found 
to  be  harbouring  virulent  diphtheria  organisms,  thus  there  were  three  "cases” 
and  five  "carriers"  - though  in  fact,  the  distinction  between  the  two  groups 
was  very  slender  indeed.  Treatment  with  local  penicillin  was  tried:  two 
only  of  the  carriers  were  rendered  negative.  Thereafter  the  childi’erfb  tonsils 
v^ere  removed  and  they  ceased  to  carry  the  germ,  S/hether  in  fact  the  mild 
tonsillitis  that  these  three  children  showed  was  due  to  the  diphtheria  bacilli 
ttiat  they  vrers  harbouring  is  open  to  question:  what  is  certain  is  that  their 
disease  was  a most  trivial  one,  butfor  statistical  purposes  they  must  appear 
as  cases  of  diphtheria  in  immunised  persons. 

The  other  three  confirmed  cases  of  diphtheria  were  in  immunised  persons 
of  7,  15  and  39  years  of  age,  no 


IMphwheria  Irjnur.isation . 

The  r.vjnber^'  of  children  v;ho  completed  a course  of  immunisation  during  the 
3’’ear  1946  arc  as  follov.’s:- 


?ri  'imry  Lmmunisa tion . 

Tr.der  5 years  old. 

34B. 

^ - 14  years  old. 

145, 

Toeal . 

493. 

’^.elnforcing ("Booster")  injection. 

326 . 

-l.e  "immunisation  state"  of  Eromsgi'ove  children  on  31st.  December  1946 

Vi"  3 S foil OVf S • - 


1 

1 

1 

1 

0 - 1 [ 1- 

j . 

I 

! o 

3- 

i A- 

1 

, 5-9  ! 10-15 j 

Total  .j 

p ' ’umb  e 1’  Lmmun  i s e c . 

5 ’ 141 

‘ 260 

M 

4>- 

O 

1 233 

1458  j 1185  ' 

i 

3522.  1 

ji^cpulation  (Approx.) 

i 

2330 

3680  1 

6060,  1 

!:?  Immunised. 

36.9  a 

X — ‘"j- 

: 71.8ji5  1 

58,1^ 

Ihe  comparable  percentage  figures  on  December-  31st.  .1945?  vrere:- 


1 % Lmm'rriised, 


36  o '5% 


t 


53,3/0 


i kl.1%  i 


These  figLcres  i-elate  only  to  childi'on  known  to  have  been  immunieed;  they 
ar-  diroctlj’  comparable  vrith  last  year’s  figures^  buj:.  not  with  those  published 
La  previ.ous  years,  vrhen  an  estimate  vras  included  of  children  imaiunised 
pri\mtely.  The  fi.gures,  though  sirilai-  to  those  for  the  country  as  a wlrole, 
'.r-'r  yet  i ,i'  from  ideal;  particularly’’  would  one  like  to  see  a larger  percentage 
of  children  under  5 years  of  age  protected. 


I 


Liohtheri.a  Incidence  and  Hiortality. 


1938  - 46.  ! 

Year . 

Cases . 

Deaths. 

1938 

10/, 

2 

1939 

82 

2 

1940 

50 

1 

1941 

55 

1 

1942 

37 

1 

1943 

21 

0 1 

1944 

16 

2 945 

13 

1 1 

1946 

8 

0 i 

Zi ■ S L.a.iunisation  hav-'  boon  shovm,  in  Bromsgrovo  as  throughout  the 
r.  - ■ rrerk' ri  r-oduction  in  Inth  the  incidence  and  the  mortality  frojn 
fr'thor  •;  r ti;c  first  time  the  incidence  in  bromr grove  has  this  .year 
■ r,  b • . v;  in.  The  C'ccurro-r.cc  of  very'’  mild  cases  of  "diphtheritic  bonsJ-llitis'^ 
m r • ; ■ : ca.ty  ir.  di’ignosir: , Ir  s beer,  discussed  above.  At  the  same  tlno 

t' • ’ 'jZ  the  o’joeaoo-  has  I’i.son : onns  ' disease  of  young  children, 

it  1-  r.'//!  . of  ad.jL.:,”!c  r.ta  c.nd  young  arJultc.  I'he  jTiain  reason  for  the 

r'-L*.  . r'  ir.c  i e L.a  Ll’it  vfherc'js  .o'*  in'’ny  ')f  the  younger  children  are  protected 
“'-.ot  ’.  ‘u.ls  or^  r,  ’t.  Ihore  Is  hcwevoi-  accuinulati ng  evidence  that  the  effect 
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of  umunisation  wanes  gradually  as  the  child  gets  older;  it  would  be  surprising 
tais  were  not  so.  Consequently  parents,  uare  now  .advised  to  have  their 
cnilLi-an  re-x^unised  on  onterin.g  school.  In  the  case  of  a child  iqununised 
at  or  before  the  age  of  12  months,  the  optimum  age  for  this  so-called 
booster  dose  is  five  years.  In,  the  Auturma  of  194.6  Head  Teachers  of 
Bronisgrove  . choola  were _ advised  as  to  the  desirability  of  .this  re-iirununisation, 

_ co-operation  and,  that  of  tlie  parents  a large  number  of  children 
^ ^t^tho  same  time,  by  arrangement  with  the  County  Medical 

\ Q introduced  to  offer  re-lmmunisation  to  all  children 

in  Infant  Sc.^ools  at  the  tome  of  their  first  school  medical  examination. 

Scarlot  Fever. 

A small  outbreak  occurred  in  a school  in  Rubery  in  October.  The  cases 

outbreak  was  terminated  by  the  normal  closure  of  the  school 
101  raicT'ucrm  norlday. 

Hysentery, 

B.d.,Sonne  and  two  to  B.d.Flexner)  occurred  in  the 
-^ntal  Hospital.  Of  the  remainder,  the  majority  occurred  in  Rubery,  six 
being  members  of  one  household.  ’ 

Scabies . 


;--s  ^-s^-as«_is^not  notiiiable,  and  consequently  reliable  information  as  to 

Si  however  frequently  met  with  in  the  Clinics, 

^^no  lox  unis  reason  ^ believe  t.hat  it  is  fairly  co.mmon  in  this  District, 

P'^^hlem^iii  respect  of  thi.s  troublesome  contagious  skin  disease 
‘"he  whole  family  simultaneously.  To  rid  a patient 
r,io ^ itch -mites  is  not  difficult  - there  are  few  medicaments 
7 action  as  the  benzyl  benzoate  which  is  now  available  for 

scabies.  But  unless  the  mite  is  co.mpletely  eljjninated  fro.m  the 
wno^  ucusenold,  the  disease  will  inevitably  recur,  ^ath  ohe  ^.valuable  help 
oho ^ Health  Visitors,  a procedure  was  introduced  in  October  1916’ 

majority  of  cases;  its  effectiveness  oepends  upon 
.^s  ^-lations,  and  this  is  generally  forthcoming 

^ suiiicienoiy  unpleasant  disease  for  most  puiople  to  be  very 
arixious  oc  geo  rid  of  it.  The  procedure  is  to  supply  the  family  with 

bonzyl^Penzoate  to  allow^  for  a single  toough  treatment  of  the  vmolc 
u " , T ^his  are  given  typed  instructions  which  are  reinforced 
.L  “s-^uction  from  the  Health  Visitor,  The  patient  is  re.,  axanumed 

one  Woex^..xuor  the  ureatment(to  allow  the  Medical  Officer  to  make  sure  that 
tr.aumenu  has  ceon_ carried  out,  and  to  permit  of  the  re-admission  of  children 

"relspse'l  The  essential 

occm-lr^  -rp.  ■ i-^tnau  probably  only  a small  proportion  of  the  scabies 

covered  by  .it;  I should  like  to  see  scabies  made 
co.^pu-sor.av  notifiable.  Cases  were  treated  during  I946  as  follows  :- 

(a) 


January  - September . 

Cae.es  ascertained. 

35 

-reatments  given. 

45 

CcPobor  - December. 

Households  treated. 

12 

rinov.Ti  cases. 

45 

Contacts . 

42 

Total  Persons , 

87 

Tuberculosis . 

FublS^H^S?^^^-^^^  Council,  and  officers  of  the 

^..parumenu  visiu  to  ad\lse  as  to  measures  to  prevent  the  spread 
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of  the  dise-iso  as  in  the  case  of  other  infectious  discuses.  SLnilarly 
honss  •ire  visited  v/hero  death  due  to  Tuberculosj.'S  has  occurred. 

The  -ubcrculosis  Service,  for  diagnosis,  troataicnt,  after_care,  examination 
of  coat  .cts, etc. , is  provided  ty  the  County  Council, 

lineteen  nev<  cases  of  puLmonai'y  tuberculosis,  and  thi'oe  of  non-pulmonary, 
■‘•'■^rv?  first  heard  of  by  notification  or  othoiuffisc  during  1946,  and  patients 
euL'ionary  and  one  hon-p'uLaonary)  died  of  the  disease 

labcrcul  _si£  .r^"c_idence  and  mortality  during  1946. 


4 . 

1 

! 

Casos . 

Deaths 

i 

. FuLmonary. 

t 

.Non-'-PuL'ionai'y . 

1 

Pulmonary. 

i 

N on - Pulmonary . 

1 

I 

i 

Ifi  • 

1 

» 1 

* .1 

?. 

’ M 

1 

1 

TP 

• 

M. 

F- 

Ivl. 

F. 

1 C— 

1- 

V 

i 9 
: 15- 
• ^5- 

i 45- 
: 55- 

I 65  and  Over, 

1 

t 

1 

1 > 

- 1 

1 - i 

: ) 

j 1 

i 2 ^ 

1 : 

: 1 

! 1 ■ 

! - ' 

L. 

1 

3 

2 

i 

( 

j 

i 

! — 

i 1 

j - 
! 

i ~ 

i — 

! - 

! “ 

1 

1 

; 

1 

2 

1 

i 

2 

2 

1 

3. 

. 

- 

1 

- 

’ 

1 

J i otals . 

•1  ^ 

: 13  , 

6 

■ 1 

0 
. w 

r 

i 

4 

i 6 

0 

1 

i- 


Ihe  state  of  ‘he  Tuberculosis  Sogister  on  31st.  iJocomber  1946,  was  as 
follov.'s 


1 

! 

I'.!Lle. 

Female. 

Total. 

Pulmonary. 

1 

71 

48 

119 

1 han  - Pulmonary. 

1 

12 

18 

30 

* T • ■ 

1 1 ^ 1 • 

1 

4 

i 

1 

CO 

VD 

66 

5 

1 — 1 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 
L.J.Kacon,  M.A.,  LhD.,  D.P.H. 


llcdical  Officer  of  Health, 


TO  TH";  CHAIRMAN  MD  OF  THE  BROMSGROVE 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUfJCIL . 

Jlr.  Chairman,  Ars , Holt  and  Gentlernen, 

I have,  pleasure  in  submitting  tc  you  my  nintn  Annual  Report  on  the  District 
for  the  year  1946, 

ihe  work  of  the  Department  was  gTeatly  inereased  during  the  year  by  the 
visius,  and  other  work,  in  connejEtion  with  the  issue  of  building  licences. 

In  spite  of  the  extra  work  involved  in  this  respect,  I am  able  to  record 
that  most  branches  of  the  work  have  received  detailed  attention  and,  in  fact, 
a very  extensive  drainage  survey,  involving  some  700  drainage  tests,  was 
carried^ out  on  the  properties  draining  into  the  Broad  Street  storm  water  sewer 
which  oischarges  into  the  Spadesbourne  Brook,  It  is  my  intention,  as  soon  as 
cii’cumstances  permit,  to  speed  up  the  completion  of  the  survey  of  the  District 
to  asce.tain  the  following  points 

1)  The  number  of  houses  supplied  with  well  v/ater. 

2)  The  location  and  number  of  houses  without  a piped  water  supply  inside 
the  house, 

3^  The  number  of  houses  provided  with  pail  closets,  rr ■■  other  obsolete 
sanitary  conveniences, 

4)  -i-he  number  of  houses  without  separate  sanitary  or  washing  accommodation, 

5)  The  number  of  houses  not  connected  to  the  public  sev/ers  where  available, 

6)  The  number  of  houses  without  baths ^ 

This  information  is  necessary  so  that  sanitary  reconstruction  van  be 
carried  out  on  a planned  basis  and  a complete  card  index  of  all  this  information 
would  be  very  valuable.  In  addition  much  preliminary  work  in  connection 
with  future  sruia  clearance  activity  remains  to  be  done,  Further  survey 
vi'ork  cid,  in.  fact,  commence  during  the  year  but,  owing  to  other  urgent  Viror.k 
constantly  arising  and  the  ever  increasing  volume  of  work  in  connection 
T/ith  building  licences,  I cannot  see  the  completion  of  the  collection  of 
this  iniormation  during  1947^  or  in  fact,  until  the  present  proce^dure  of 
Civil  Building  Control  is  relaxed, 

INSFECTIOMS . 

ine  following  is  a list  of  inspections  carried  out:— 

Primary  Re-  inspections „ 

Inspections, 


Houses  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

253 

. 658 

Chrer  crowding. 

15 

Water  Supply. 

104 

87 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds, 

46 

17 

Schools , 

15 

9 

■Entertainment  Houses. 

1 

Ashes  Accommodation 

151 

317 

Accumulations , 

7 

■ ^ 6 

itnimals  or  Birds 

5 

7 

Yards,  Courts  etc. 

Piggeries 

2 

Diainege  Inspections 

7 

1 

Drainage  Tests, 

614 

289 

Closets  water,  pails  or  privies. 

771 

1 

Cesspools 

311 

283 

Urinals 

59 

24 

Sewers  and  Street  Gullies 

34 

25 

Cows  he  ds 

19 

6 

-”ilk  shops  and  Dairies. 

104 

17 

-ce  -ream  -“ra.ri.sos. 

11,8 

0 

Slaughtoi’houses  for  meat  inspection, 

9 

Food  Propraiing  Prenises, 

58 

11 

i"  ene  r a . . Food  ? r e;rii  s 0 s . 

%. 

Cottagers  Figs. 

403 

2 

Buildiiig  -licences. 

714 

3 

Factories  v.’ith  .c-c.hanical  Power. 

96 

26 

F a ct  or i e s vrit  h out  ’ 0 c han  i ca  1 Power  , 

10 

1 

lake  ho’os  e 3 . 

17 

4 

r.ats  ^nd  -ice  Acts^ 

582 

63 

Vermi.nous  ore-nises. 

40 

17 

I.nfectious  -iseasos. 

132 

23 

House  s : is  infect  ed . 

20 

Housing  Section  1]  , 

3 

1 

Cthcr  Visits. 

224 

- 

Cmoke  nb'  tomeiit  Cbsorv£.tion  Prcinisea 

1 

.. 

visited . 

Sanitary  Survey  of  Houses. 

953 

— 

Petroleum  ^.ct . 

5 

— 

'miscellaneous  Visits. 

346 

- 

Interviev7s , Owners  Tradesmen  etc. 

346. 

- 

6649. 

t 

i9a2. 

SEAT  .'iND  FOOD 

nrPECTION. 

Sl?,ughterihg  of  aniiiiale  for  food  h.aG  been  carrj.ed  out  in  Birminghaiii  for  six  years 
pince  V7hich  time  the  Lt  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  have  in  general 
::ot  been  used. 

The  facilities  at  most  of  these  slaughterhouses  are  fairly  good  and  much 
better  thnn  the  average  place  in  which  the  "cottager's"  nig  is  hung  after  slaughter 
and  it  vrould  be  preferable  if  all  pigs  vrore  slaughtered  at  licenced  slaughter 
houses.  A.C3  pigs  wnich  were  killed  on  private  premises  were  inspected,  and  the 
weight  of  pig  -neat  --"nd  offal  surrenderod  principally  because  it  'was  affected 
vdth  -uberculosis  v:as  285  lbs, 

host  household.u’s  slaught  .ring  pigs  for  their-  own  consumption  notify  us  of 
the  day  and  tLmc  of  sl.aughter  and  an  inspection  .follov/s.  The  local  office  of 
the  Ministry  of  food  have  co-operated  by  inserting  a slip  with  each  licence 
granted  poinair:g  out  the  advantages  of  inspection  after  slaughter. 

Thirty  pigs  vreighing  3.600  lbs.  vrhich  had  been  slaughtered  at  a pig  farm 
follo77ing  an  outbreak  of  ''wine  Bever  were  examined  and  the  whole  of  the  carcasses 
jid  off-uls  were  surrendered  as  those  were  found  to  be.,  affected -by  the  disease. 

'I  L -d  /'oods  cx-amined  and  found  to  bo  unfit  for  food  on  account  of  blown  and/or 
k'-..g  condition  numbered  4B5  tins  of  foodstuffs  of  various  coinmoditios . In 
a.  'tin.  t.h'--  f.' 1]  ow.inK  i'oo'ia  v/oro  also  surrendered 

6 jars  of  pickles. 

5 boxes  of  prunes  (125  lbs,) 

13  bars  of  milk  chocolate. 

18  lbs  of  beef  sausage. 

l'i/4  lbs.  Beef  and  ,|f\jtton. 

3^  lbs.  of  Cake. 

2 packets  of  V'heat  flakes, 

's  t n in.sr  .cted  at  the  bromagrovo  Iteceiving  Depot  and  at  the  various 
■'  ite'a  ' shop.a  ’n  th-  district  from  time  to  time  during  the  year  and  food 
..n:,;  ; .r,  c'-rr'  d out  r gularly  at  shopo. 
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I'OT_.K  SUPPLY. 


6l  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  io  the  County  Analyst  for  bacteriological 
examination.  These  were  all  samples  of  undesignated  milk  obtained  principally 
from  producer  retailers  in  the  district  and  they  were  examined  for  bacteriological 
count,  Bacillus  Coli,  and  they  also  were  submitted  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Test, 

12  of  the  samples  failed  to  pass  the  Methylene  Blue  Tost,  fi'v^e  of  which 
were  from  one  producer  retailer  who  was  subsequently  removed  from  the  register 
of  retail  purveyors  of  milk. 

The  value  of  the  bacteriological  examination  of  milk  cannot  be  over  stated 
it  enables  us  to  be  conscious  of  the  producer  who  fails  at  all  times  to  produce 
milk  under  cleanly  conditions  and  to  concentrate  upon  bringing  hin  up  to  •?. 
higher  standard  of  cleanliness. 


From  experience  we  find  that  well  designed  cowsheds,  dairies,  utensils 
and  delivery  vans,  whilst  assisting  in  the  production  and  distribution  of 
clean  milk, are  not  intheraselves  the  criteria  of  clean  milk  production  and  delivery, 
the  habits  of  the  personel  engaged  in  the  trade  must'be  beyond  reproach. 


5 samples  were  examined  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  with  negative  results  and 
two  samples  on  culture  developed  streptococci,  which  were  found  to  belong  to 
Group  B.,  the  group  comonly  found  in  Bovine  iaastitis. 


222  visits  were  made  to  cowsheds  and  dairies  during  the  year,  some  of 
these  at  milking  times  ’when  the  methods  were  closely  watched  and  advice  given. 


i:  CREAM  AFI)  FOOD  PPEPAPING  PREMISES . 


24  samples  of  ice  Cream  were  obtained  for  bacteriological  examination 
during  the  summer  months  of  the  year  from  producers  and  retailers.  The 
namber  of  organisms  incubated  at  for  2days  varied  in  the  samples  from 
Nil  to  1. 900 »C00.  In  some  samples  Piacilius  Col.i  was  present  in  l/lOOOth. 

of  : -’oi-llilitre , 


The  '..eed  for  legislation  controlling  the  bacteriological  quality  was 
apparent  and  during  1947  provisional  standards  have  been  fixed  by  the  Minister 
of  ^alth. 


The  producers  of  unsatisfactory  samples  were  visited  and  further  samples 
obtained,  after  the  process  of  manufacture  had  been  supervised  - the  results 
of  the  subsequent  samples  were  encouraging  and  proved  that  the  high  bacteriological 
counts  could  be  reduced  if  sufficient  detail  was  given  to  the  finer  points 
of  cleanliness  at  all  stages  during  manufacture  and  distribution, 

120  visits  vrere  made  to  ice  Cream  Promises  and  69  to  Food  Preparing  Premi.ses, 

Ko.  of  ‘"remises  registered  for  the  manufacture  - 22 

of  Preserved  Food, 

No,  of  Premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  J-ce  Cream,  - 36 

No.  of  Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  gream,  - 13 

FOOD  .\KD  DRUGS  ACT  ^ S/iIPLE3. 


91  samples  ‘were  submitted  for  analysis  - they  were  all  samples  of  milk. 
Fourteen  samples  were  taken  informally  and  77  samples  were  taken  forroally 
ijnder  the  provisions  of  the  Act, 

The  samples  which  v/ere  reported  upon  adversely  are  listed  below  togethex- 
with  the  action  taken. 
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'"-T’r'le  .'o.  Result  of  /Ina lys is . 

Rrsficient  6.7%  fat. 

ftl.  2%'  added  vrater. 


A^l. 

20% 

deficient 

in 

fat 

491. 

13  G 

deficient 

in 

fat 

515. 

381 

deficient 

in 

fat 

Action  fgken. 

'Subsequent  samples  genuine  - 
No  action. 

Drir^mian  outside  the  district. 
Referred  to  6ity  Authorities 
for  observation. 

Letter  of  vrarning  follov/ing 
further  samples  which  were  genuine. 

Letter  of  warning. 

Letter  of  warning  after  enquiry 
into  cause  of  deficiency. 

was  3.6  and  solids 
u and  8.5%  solids 


The  -average  percentage  of  fat  in  the  91  samples  obtained 
not  f-Tt  8.0  - the  legal  limits  fixed  are  not  less  than  3%  fa 
not  fat . 


watef:  supplies  . 


Thirteen  sajnples  of  water  t>:ik;en  from  wells  and  springs  in  the  district  were 
submitted  to  the  County  ^laalyst  for  chemic-al  and  bacteriological  examination. 

I'ine  of  these  samples  weno  unfit  for  drinking  and  21  householders  were  relying 
solely  on  this  v/ater  for  domestic  use, 

A piped  water  supply  from  the  last  Worcestershire  Waterworks  mains  has 
no’.v  teen  provided  for  15  of  these  houses  as  a result  of  the  subsequent  action 
taken,  the  provi.sion  of  a piped  supply  is  in  hand  at  two  other  properties  and 
at  the  four  I'eaaining  properties,  as  the  water  .main  is  nnt  at  present  available, 
the  occupiers  have  been  advised  to  boil  t.he  w^ater  befole  use  for  doaiestic  or 
cu 1 in  a ry  puroos  e s . 

The  scheme  for  the  provision  of  piped  watei'  oupply  at  Worms  ^sh  and  Molly's 

Lane  r-'  -orted  upon  in  the  last  >irinual  Report  was  well  in  hand  at  the  end 
of  the  }'ear  and  a com.menceraent  o.n  the  V'orms  Ash  dchemo  has  nov/  been  made, 

-i-t  .has  been  found  necessary  to  continue  to  carry  vrater  to  the  occupants  of  the 
hous'S  ir:  "’or.ms  Ash  district. 

AT  MAGE. 

2.  proojrties  which  v/oi’-  drained  to  cesspools  viere  connected  tothe  Public 
'■.wei'  t-urlng  the  year. 

; he  hpad'-'sheurne  brook  was  found  to  be  heavily  polluted  with  sewage  at  a 
p"  La'  ’..'h' r-'  the  Eroad  Gtroet  storm  v/atcr  sewer  discharges  into  the  brook  and 
vair..-:.  . t-  sts  wore  co.mmcncod  of  properties  on  the  whole  length  of  the  sewer 
ir.o_u’  i.rr  ' 11  subsidiary  se-wers.  'Some  590  colour  tests  wore  made  and  the 
’’’  1 rt.'.ag  definite  information  was  ascertained; - 

h'  f jul  drainage  fro.m  the  whole  of  the  houses  in  Orchard  Road,  excluding 
'•  : . . --n'.  -c:  (30  houses  in  all)  discharges  into  the  brookcourse.  (Nos, 7 and 
• - '-h  , rchard  i^oad,  possibly  have  separate  connections  into  Broad 

‘ :.t  r.M  './'iter  sewer,  and  all  the  other  properties  discharge  into  Orchard  Rd, 
r i f ne  connecting  to  the  storm  sever  in  Broad  Street,) 

2;  -r.  I'/U : h'.ain-'ige  from  23  houses  in  Stourbridge  “o.ad  (92  - 95,  Parr's  Bakery 

" ^ V . “ , "’.’yc  if  fo"  , "Cri  Jns.sen','  "CookseyiLne"  , "Hillside",  97  - 107, 

' .a.  r ",  'n  "Llmloa")  dirich'irges  into  the  s.?.mc  stormwater  sewer, 

.r'j i r.-' ("f-  from  ' ll  the  houses  in  Middleton  Road(6)  and  three  houses 
a / v.'.'L  1 Ho/id  (Holly  Cot.tago,  35  'wid  36)  di.scharges  into  Broad  Street 

vr  *.  er  aaiff-  r . 

Uj  '•  .'’'  u'  in'-T'-  of  th';  prope-rties  No.  9 - l6,  B.cv/cll  *^ead  discharges  into 

* h<  -r  • ' ' tr  ';t  storm  wat-T  sever  vi-a  the  6"  sewer  shown  on  the  map,  and  the 
yn-*''  v.r>r-  t;ullie-8  of  Goo.  170,  172  -^nd  17A  and  178,  ^road  Street,  also 
'‘iach'rgc  Into  this. 

-A'- 


The  following  properties  have  connections,  possibly  direct  connections, 
into  the  storm  water  sewer .°- 


49,  51,  53,  Broad  Street, 

114,  116,  Broad  Street. 

113,  120,122  and  124,  Broad  Street^ 
126  and  128,  Broad  Street. 

202,  Broad  Street, 

18,  19,  22,23  '^’illow  Bardens, 

T6,  17, 20, 21, Willow  Gardens . 

1-5  ^'^illow  Gardens. 

10  - 13  'lillovr  Gardens, 

6 and  7 Willow  Gardens. 


- Washhouse  gully  only, 

- Two  waste  water  gullies  and  1 Vv'.o. 

- One  vraste  witer  gully  and  2 W.G’s,, 

- One  v^-aste  water  gully. 

- One  waste  water  gully. 

- Waste  water  yard  gully, 

- Waste  ivater  yard  gully. 

- 2 waste  water  yard  giallies . 

- One  sink  gully  and  2 yard  gullies, 

- One  waste  water  yard  gully. 


brook  courses  from  the  Broad  ^jtreet  ai'ea  which  ultimately  discharge  into  - 
. t ^podesbourne  Brook  via  the  Ootton  Fool  were  also  examined  as  far  as  pracbicabl' 
as  he  major  portion  in  underground,  i'ests  were  carried  out  to  ascertain 
any  possible  pollution  and  it  was  found  that  one  waste  water  yard  gully  from 
1,  and  3,  -^aurel  Gottages,  Church  Goad,  definitely  discharges  into  the 
brook  course  at  »''illow  '^ardens. 


This  mauuer  is  in  hand  during  1947,  the  work  of  connecting  this  drainage 
to  the  foul  sewer  being  proceeded  with, 

NOTICES  AMD  CQIKLIED  WITH. 


Fuba^ic  Bealth  act. 
Factories  Act, 
l^ilk'ScTairies  Order, 

(b) 


Served, 

Informal , Formal, 

26l  3 

12  1 

13 

WORK  EFFECTED  FOLLOWING 


Complied  with , 
Informal,  Formal, 

237  15 

11  1 

10 

HE  SERVICE  OF  NOTICES. 


House  drainage  connected  to  Public  Sewer. 

Cesspools  abolished. 

Ceniersions  to  modern  water  closets. 

Ad'^itional  'water  closets  or  new  pedestals  provided. 
Structural  repairs  to  W.C's. 

"'sptic  tanks  and  filter  beds  reconstructed, 
Overflo’/.dng  cesspools  dealt  vdth. 

‘defective  drain-S  repaired. 

Obstructed  drains  dealt  vdth. 

'i.O.  flushing  cisterns  provided, 
i^ure  Valter  supplies  provided  to  houses. 

-^-shbins  provided, 

-loors  repaired. 

Koofs  repaired, 

' allplaster  made  good. 

Ceiling  plaster  made  good, 

-■a-avespout ing  repaired  or  renewed, 
iTindows  rep-  ire  d , 

Chimneys  repaired, 

Lev;  ■''.’ashing  coppers  provided. 

Staircases  repaired. 

•’alls  repointed, 

Wlls  rebuilt . 

Firegrates  renewed. 


22 

20 

2 

11 

8 

1 

6 

11 

42 

3 

15 

126 

15 
37 
53 
50 

16 

4 

9 
4 
4 

10 
4 
11 
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FACTORIES.  WORKSHOPS  MD  VmKPLAGSS. 


NuiTiber  of. 


Inspect  iono  (2)  -Vritten  Occupiers 

Notices  (3)  Prosecuted 



F;;ctories  with  mechanical  power.  122  10 

Factories  without  mechanical  power.  -11  3 

Other  premises  (not  including 

Outworkers  premises . ) 

Total.  133  13. 

DEFECTS  FOUIJD. 


Particrulars. 


(1) 


Humber  of  defects. 


Found  or  Remedied.  Referred 
brought  to  H.M. 

forward . Inspo  ctor , 

(2)  (3)  (4) 


Number  of 
Offences  in 
respect  to 
■which  prosec- 
utions were 
instituted, 
(^i) 


Want  of  cleanliness.  3 

Overcrowding. 

Unreasonable  Temperature. 

Inadeauate  Ventilation. 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floor. 


Sanitary  Convenience ; - 
Insufficient.  1 

Unsuitable  or  defective.  13 

Not  separate  for  sexes.  2 

Other  offences , 2 


3 


3 

7 

2 

2 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  Ministry  of  Food  inaugurated  a scheme  of  relieving  occupiers  of  private 
dwellings  of  charges  for  the  work  of  destroying  rats,  the  Ministry  agreeing 
to  contribute  60^  of  the  cost  and  the  local  rate  fund  being  responsible  for  1+0%, 
The  Council-  joined  this  scheme  and  survey  work  was  commenced  in  July  1946. 

The  district  was  inspected  systematically  and  up  to  the  end  of  this  year  1399 
properties  had  been  inspected  and., infestations  found  at  176  properties.  These 
were  principally  garden  and  shed  infestations. 

It  'Wris  foijuad  necessary  to  treat  the  two  refuse  tips  three  times  each  during  th 
year,  and  the  Siaadesbourne  Brook  once,  A "blitz"  treatment  was  carried  out 
at  Marlbrook  tip  early  in  the  year  jointly  with  Miiistry  of  Food  operatives 
and  a very  considerable  decrease  in  the  rat  population  resulted,  but?  nevertheless 
frequent  retreatment  is  necessary  to  prevent  a further  major  infestation  at 
this  tip.  If  proper  controlled  tipping  could  be  practised  I am  confident  that 
there  would  be  a considerable  reduction  in  the  rat  population.  It  is  realised 
that  the  present  difficulties  of  labour  and  carrying  covering  material  to  the 
tips  do  not  allow  of  proper  controlled  tipping  being  carried  out  but  this  is 
very  necessary. 
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A sevier  maintenance  treatment  was  carried  out  during  the  j^'ear.  It  was 
only  necessary  this  tLme  to  bait  those  manholes  where  previous "takes" 
had  been  recorded  plus  one  on  each  side  and.  to  bait  lOili  of  the  remainder  of  th’v 
manholes  in  the  district  therefore  llo  manholes  were  baited  out  of  482  .on 
the  system,  "Takes  were  recorded  on  20  mnholes  only. 

A summ.ai'y  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Rodent  Operatives  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Additional  8anitary  Inspectors  is  recorded  belovi:- 


No.  of  Pilot  P^its  laid,  381 

ka.  of  Probaits  laid,  9186 

No.  of  F'oison  Baits  laid.  2967 

No.  of  Post  I.aits  laid.  1239 

N'o.  of  Visits  made  by  vPanitary  Inspectors,  645 

No,  of  Agreements  signed,  20. 


FSTROLSm^  ACTS. 


51  licences  were  renevrad  daring  1946  for  the  storage  of  129. IO5  gallons 
of  P t rsLeui Spirit . 

Twro  licences  were  renewed  for  the  storage  of  2000  lbs,  of  Carbide  of 
Calcium, 


J.  .am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Oentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 
H.H0LDI2J. 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
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